
Our Greatest Need
Mr. Joel Zeltinger, 
Bis marck, ND

hat is your great est need?  Peo ple of ten think
they have an idea of what their great est need is. 
Some may think it is heal ing from some ter ri ble
dis ease.  An other might think it is fi nan cial help

and se cu rity.  Some peo ple in coun tries with a to tal i tar ian 
or op pres sive gov ern ment might think it is free dom. 
Oth ers think it is the next fix for their drug habit.  For sick 
peo ple it might be some type of med i cine or med i cal
treat ment.  Each reader can prob a bly come up with their
own great est need de pend ing on their cir cum stances. 
There can be many things that seem like they would be
the great est need in our life.  What ever it is, we will put a
pri or ity on it and work hard to achieve or at tain it.  

Based on the word of God, our Greatest Need is to
have God for give us our sins be fore we die.  If we are not
for given, we face an eter nity sep a rated from God and
will face ev er last ing pun ish ment.  Even though some of
our earthly needs can seem very great, they are all tem po -
rary.  Since we are mor tals, at some point our life on earth 
will be over.  How ever, since we have eter nal souls and
are spir i tual be ings, we will live on in eter nity.  There -
fore, our eter nal life is more im por tant than our tem po ral
life, and we should plot a course that will in sure that we
will spend eter nity with God.

Those who do not know or read the Bi ble will be
mostly ig no rant of spir i tual things and how sal va tion is
at tained.  In fact, he may not even care as the search for
fun, ful fil ment, im por tance, riches and the other things of 
the world take over his mo ti va tion, thoughts and ac tions.  
Ev ery thing is for the here and now.  The chance to ac cept

Christ as their sav ior may come to them by-and-by, but
they ig nore it com pletely as some thing only weak, stu pid
peo ple be lieve in.  They con sider them selves too in tel li -
gent, cos mo pol i tan and so phis ti cated for such weak ness
and non sense.  They may never ever get to the point that
they have a spir i tual need of sal va tion at all.  To them it is
all fairytales and myths (I Cor 1:18 –“For the preach ing 
of the cross is to them that per ish fool ish ness; but unto
us which are saved it is the power of God”).  They are
self-suf fi cient in their own eyes.  Maybe they are afraid
oth ers will make fun of them.  I think vir tu ally ev ery one
of us have been there.

Also, our Greatest Need is so im por tant, that the en -
emy of our souls has worked over time to sow seeds of
con fu sion, er ror and doubt.  In our mod ern so ci ety, we
are told not to worry about our guilt, it’s prob a bly some -
one else’s fault any way.  When guilt co mes into our con -
science, we dis miss it.  Rather than be ing ashamed of
our selves we ex cuse our selves.  Then, as we con tinue
down the path of re bel lion our con science be comes
seared, and it be comes a spi ral down ward.  Of ten de pres -
sion and other un healthy things can then af fect us.  Un -
less we watch our selves care fully, we can ex pose
our selves to temp ta tions that are too strong for us to re sist 
in our own strength.  There are no short ages of temp ta -
tions in our wicked world, es pe cially when ev ery thing is
so ac ces si ble in mag a zines, books, bad com pany and the
Internet.  If we con tinue in our re bel lion, God can give us
over to a rep ro bate mind.  Romans 1:27-32 gives a list of
wicked things that man can give them selves over to, but
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he says in verse 28 “And
even as they did not like to
re tain God in their knowl -
edge, God gave them over to
a rep ro bate mind, to do
those things which are not
con ve nient (fit ting).”  In
other words, they will get to
a point where God will turn
them over to a cursed con -
science and re ject them com -
pletely.

Sa tan con fuses us, and
so does our old na ture.  Apart 
from God, we look for help
in all of the wrong places. 
False re li gions, al co -
hol/drugs, work, re la tion -
ships etc.  False re li gions can 
be es pe cially dan ger ous be -
cause they can bind us up in
false teach ings and lead us
far ther and far ther from God
and truth.  These things were
pre dicted by the apos tle Paul 
in II Tim 3:1-7 when he said
“This know also, that in the
last days per il ous times
shall come.  For men shall
be lov ers of their own selves, 
cov et ous, boast ers, proud,
blas phem ers, dis obe di ent to
par ents, un thank ful un holy, 
with out nat u ral af fec tion,
trucebreakers, false ac cus -
ers, in con ti nent, fierce,
despisers of those that are
good, traiters, heady,
highminded, lov ers of plea -
sures more than lov ers of
God; hav ing a form of god -
li ness, but de ny ing the
power thereof: from such
turn away.  For of this sort
are they which creep into
houses, and lead cap tive
silly women laden with sins,
led away with di vers lusts,
ever learn ing, and never
able to come to the knowl -
edge of the truth.”

With that be ing said, it is 
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im por tant that we set our pri or i ties right.  Make a con -
scious ef fort to de ter mine God’s will for our lives and
clear ev ery thing with him be fore we make any de ci sions
or take any ac tion, no mat ter what.  How ever, no mat ter
how long and no ble our list of pri or i ties is, at the very top
should be “Our Greatest Need,” our sal va tion, and where
we will spend all of eter nity.

Just as many peo ple are clue less about how to be
saved, and usu ally try to do good works as a means of
pleas ing God and get ting to heaven, the Bi ble says it can -
not be done by works.  In stead, the Bi ble gives us a clear
way to be saved.  The Bi ble is God’s holy, per fect and
God-breathed word, and we can trust it com pletely. 
Romans 3:28 says “There fore, we con clude that a man
is jus ti fied by faith with out the deeds of the law.”  This
faith is in the Lord Je sus as our Sav ior.  Romans 10:8-9,
13 says “But what saith it?  The word is nigh thee, even
in thy mouth and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith,
which we preach; that if thou shalt con fess with thy
mouth the Lord Je sus, and shalt be lieve in thine heart
that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be
saved”   “For who so ever shall call upon the name of the 
Lord shall be saved”.

Our Greatest Need, that of sal va tion, is through faith
in Je sus Christ, the Sav ior.  Not through any works. 
Ephesians 2:8-9 says “For by grace are ye saved
through faith; and that not of your selves: it is the gift of
God: not of works, lest any man should boast”.  A sim -
ple child-like faith in the death and res ur rec tion of Je sus,
who was spot less and with out blem ish (sin less), and died
in our place.  How ever, we also must re pent of our sins
and ac cept Je sus as Lord of our life.  Then, our great est
need will be met.  Philippians 4:7 says “For the peace of
God, which passeth all un der stand ing, shall keep your
hearts and minds through Christ Je sus”.  No rep ro bate
mind for the true Chris tian.

We need to put away the things of the world, and the
world’s way of try ing to jus tify our selves by do ing more
good deeds than bad, and spin ning our sins to sound like
they aren’t so bad.  In stead, we need to come to the Lord
while there is time.  Once we die our eter nity is fixed and
can not ever be changed.  Ei ther we will be in glory with
God, or cut-off from God and heaven, for ever.  No mat ter 
how young or old we are, time is short in the light of eter -
nity.  Yes, we need to take care of our Greatest Need –
NOW, for all time and eter nity.

The Greatest Need of our friends and loved ones is
also the need for sal va tion.  Maybe WE are the ones who
God has cho sen to tell them to have that great est need
met.  We can in vite them to church or a Bi ble study.  God
can use us if we are will ing and ask Him to pro vide op -
por tu nity.

Finally, all of the var i ous needs in our lives, some of
which can be very great, pale in sig nif i cance com pared to 
our need of sal va tion.  Pray to God for our selves and our
friends and loved ones, that their Greatest Need would be 
met in time.  James 5:20 “Let him know, that he which
converteth the sin ner from the er ror of his way shall
save a soul from death, and shall hide a mul ti tude of
sins”.  Oh that we all would take this ad mo ni tion to heart, 
that we may bear much fruit.  Amen.

Rus sia, Eu rope and United States

By Dr. Den nis Leatherman, Oak land, Mary land

As we all watch the events in Eu rope un fold with
Rus sia’s in va sion of Ukraine, our hearts go out to the
dear peo ple of these coun tries.  Many lives have al ready
been lost and no doubt many more will die.  Our prayers
are also for our broth ers and sis ters in Christ through out
that part of the world as their faith is be ing se verely
tested.  

There is a height ened level of un cer tainty and con -
cern as to how these ac tions will af fect our own Na tion
and Per sonal lives!  As be liev ers in the Lord Je sus Christ, 
we should not be sur prised that our world’s con di tion is
de te ri o rat ing.  God’s Word in structs us clearly that the
last days will be per il ous, dan ger ous and war-torn! We
must not al low fear to con trol us!  We must not al low our
faith to fail us.  We must not al low an ger, bit ter ness or
blame to grip our hearts and minds!  And un der no cir -
cum stances must we quit, give-up or turn back!  

Now is the time to:

1. Seek the Lord with all of our hearts – Psalm
105:4.

2. Trust God to take care of us – Psalm 118:6-9.
3. As sem ble to gether faith fully to praise our Lord

and to ex hort one an other – He brews 10:25.  I’m read ing
of mis sion ar ies who are stay ing with their con gre ga tions
as they as sem ble to gether in Ukraine even in the midst of
a vi o lent in va sion by a for eign land.  

4. Hum ble our selves be fore the Lord in prayer – II
Chron i cles 7:14.

5. Put aside per sonal squab bles, self ish ness and of -
fenses – Ephe sians 4:32. 

6. Stay alert and pre pared for the re turn of our Lord
– Mark 13:33-37. 

7. Com mit our selves to soul win ning as never be -
fore – Prov erbs 11:30!

Sword of the Lord
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The Legacy and Faith 
of a Godly Father

By Henry M. Mor ris IV

* Fa ther’s fill an es sen tial role in the fam ily.

** Per haps the stron gest in cen tive for godly liv ing is
the im pact of a fa ther’s ex am ple on his child.

*** My fa ther’s faith in God to pro vide and guide him
was his great est tes ti mony to me.

Good Fa ther’s (es pe cially godly) serve an es sen tial
role in the fam ily, and it’s surely fit ting that we ex press
our love and grat i tude on Fa ther’s Day.  Af ter all, the
Fourth of God’s Ten Com mand ments be gins with “honor 
your fa ther and your mother” Ex o dus 20:12, which the
Apos tle Paul later af firmed as the “first com mand ment
with prom ise” that af fords well-be ing and long life”
Ephe sians 6:2-3.  Good par ents are wor thy of praise.

That said, this Fa ther’s Day will feel empty to me. 
As many know, my fa ther, Dr. Henry Mor ris III, was
called Home by God last De cem ber at the end of a very
dif fi cult year!  The Mor ris fam ily will still gather, just as
we al ways have, to en joy sweet fel low ship over a good
meal while chil dren and grand-chil dren play out side in
the earthy sum mer sun.  But this year there’ll be one
empty chair at the head of the ta ble, one less hand shake or 
hug to share, and one less “Love you, Dad” to say: He
will be missed! 

Good (godly) fa thers, liv ing on Earth or liv ing in
Glory, re main wor thy of honor.  But what’s re quired to be 
truly wor thy of such praise?  Bib li cally speak ing, it starts
in child hood as par ents are ex horted to “train up” their
chil dren “in the way (they) should go” Prov erbs 22:6. 
How ever, godly in struc tion is pri mar ily of the Chris tian
fa ther, ap plied with a gen tle and firm hand to “bring them
up in the train ing and ad mo ni tion of the Lord” Ephe sians
6:4.  This must be gin   with the fa ther’s own com mit ment
to godly lead er ship and godly liv ing, at trib utes my dad
mod eled con sis tently through out his life. 

Per haps the stron gest in cen tive for godly liv ing is the 
im pact of a fa ther’s ex am ple on his child.  From King
Sol o mon we know that “the glory of chil dren is their fa -
ther” Prov erbs 17:6, and chil dren do in deed “glory” in
their fa ther when his ex am ple is good and godly!  They
will, like me, de sire to fol low his moral and spir i tual
model in their own lives and lead their own chil dren in
God’s righ teous ways! 

Apart from his love for my mother, my dad had three
great loves in his life. GOD’S WORD, GOD’S PEOPLE, 
AND WORK THROUGH ICR.  He held Scrip ture in the
high est re gard and preached or taught God’s peo ple

nearly ev ery Sunday for well over fifty years.  And with
…, he ac com plished what few oth ers could do.  He not
only main tained the in teg rity of the mar vel ous work of
his own fa ther …, but he even built upon it, en hanc ing
nearly ev ery facet of the min is try un til bring ing the ICR
Dis cov ery Cen ter for Sci ence & Earth His tory to fru ition.

Through it all, my fa ther’s faith in God to pro vide
and guide was his great est tes ti mony to me!  And the
LORD blessed!  By His Grace, Dad left ICR in ex cel lent
stand ing – com pletely debt-free, with new lead er ship in
place and a ded i cated staff com mit ted to study ing and
pro claim ing the Truth of God’s Word.

Acts & Facts, by Institute of Creation and Research,
June, 2021

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Divine Power 

By Hans Wisloff 

God’s Word is the soul-nour ish ment needed for a
life with God.  God’s Word, there fore, is rightly called a
means of Grace. De ter mi na tion and good works, prayer 
and wres tling against SIN, will not avail.  It is only
God’s means of Grace that can cre ate New Life and sus -
tain that which is cre ated.  God does not ex pect that you
can be vic to ri ous over evil ex cept by the help of the
means of Grace.   But if you use them rightly you will
not lack any thing which you need.  

Man lives by ev ery WORD which co mes from the
mouth of God!  You are as sured that you will al ways feel 
warmed and ed i fied by the Word.  You may feel that the
Word con demns and hum bles you!  The Word is ef fec -
tive in de pend ent of your feel ings.  Use the Word dil i -
gently!  Through the Word you be come a par taker of
Di vine pow ers.  Sub merge your self in the Word and evil 
will lose its power over you!

Quiet Moments on the Way Home

“I recognize the sublime truth
announced in the Holy Scriptures

and proven by all history that those
nations only are blessed whose God

is the Lord.”

Abraham Lincoln
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Ed i to rial 
RES

Demon Pos ses sion/Con trolled
“And Sa tan en tered into Ju das who was called Is car iot, 

be long ing to the num ber of the twelve.” 
(Luke 22:3)

Let me be crys tal clear at the very be gin ning of this ed -
i to rial: Sa tan is an im i ta tor/copier/false prophet and
the fa ther of lies!  Our Tri une GOD is a Cre ator and
Sa tan is an im i ta tor to the point of de ceiv ing the very
elect, if pos si ble!  Sa tan (de mons) want to in dwell
some thing; pref er a bly hu man bod ies!  WE that know
JESUS AS OUR PERSONAL SAVIOR can be and
are overcomers by the Blood of the Lamb! 

I re mem ber very viv idly many years ago when
told/learned of THREE sep a rate in ci dents as fol lows:
A ‘witch’ wan ted to be de liv ered from de mons (fallen
evil an gels) was in the Twin Cit ies seek ing us, when
the tele phone rang and a party from CA was ask ing
what she was do ing in this of fice.  Sec ondly a Mis sion -
ary serv ing in Brazil in formed us of an In fant/Tod dler
who was be ing used by Sa tan to proph esy! Thirdly: a
USA Cham pion walked in the USA As sem bly Room
and stated in fact: there is an ‘evil-spirit’ in this Room!

It is just an as sump tion, but I be lieve many Chris -
tians/Be lievers do not like the state ment that some one
is demon-pos sessed; but the truth re mains the same re -
gard less!  

NOW re mem ber that Sa tan can not cre ate, but copy
OR im i tate!  BUT He (fallen-evil an gels or de mons)
wants to hide/indwell pref er a bly a hu man-body, IF not 
a hu man-body, then some thing else!  NOW let’s look
at the Fi nal Au thor ity, the Word of God, the BIBLE!

First of all, JESUS states very clearly that we are for
Him OR against Him!  Neu tral you can not be!  (Mar tin 
Lu ther says, the Bi ble is a closed book to the un re pen -
tant Sin ner!)  But greater is He – who is in you ** I
John 4:4.

Please be sure to read the ref er ences/Bi ble Verses in
their con text!

Nu mer ous Scrip tures in re gards to “plagues”
**I Chronicles 21, Le vit i cus 13 & 14. Now read: Le -
vit i cus 26:18 & on! 

Aaron and the Red Sea **Ex o dus 10 & 11. 

Per son liv ing in the cem e tery   Mark 5:2. (clothed & in

his right mind)

How about the per son who seem ingly was ‘awak ened’ 
but did not take the priv i lege/op por tu nity ** Mat thew
12:43 – 45.      

Sa tan/false christs * * Mat thew 24:24.    —   signs and
won ders.

Do you think that Sa tan has given up in these ap -
proaches; when he has been so suc cess ful in such for
many years?  Folks: There are peo ple who are
‘demon-pos sessed’!  If you are sure what I am talk -
ing about; YOU have real rea son to be con cerned!  
Peo ple do not have to be that way by any means, but
You are in bat tle with him!  Sa tan is not go ing to leave
you alone, IF you are walk ing with Je sus, by faith!

Sa tan likes to ha rass/drive/hound a true-be liever; but
the Holy Spirit con victs & draws and points to the cru -
ci fied and risen ONE in our be half!

As you flip the coin the re sults are: John 11:44 –
12:11!

Do you think that Sa tan has given-up in us ing these at -
tacks?

They Over came [the devil] by the Blood of the Lamb 
– Rev e la tion 12:11: “And they over came him by the
blood of the Lamb and by the word of their tes ti mony, 
and they did not love their lives to the death”!    “Or
do you not know that he who is joined to a har lot is one 
body with her?  For ‘the two,’ He says, ‘shall be come
one flesh. But he who is joined to the Lord is one spirit
with Him.  Flee sex ual im mo ral ity .  Ev ery sin that a
man does is out side the body.”  (I Co rin thi ans 6:16) 
Def i nitely please read on, as it is very IMPORTANT!

Also please read: Ephe sians 2:13-22.

Did you no tice at least THREE very spe cial prom ises?

JESUS came preach ing ‘Peace’

JESUS came mak ing ‘Peace’

JESUS is our ‘PEACE’!



6

From Our Fellowship Circle

Da vid L. Pe reia Ra leigh, NC
To Whom it May Con cern: I am writ ing you to in form
you that my ad dress has changed to that which is the re -
turn ad dress on the front of the en ve lope.  

I am now in seg re gated hous ing right now, as I have
been in prison for years!  This let ter is be ing mailed
from ‘Maury Cor rec tional In sti tu tion’.

Your pub li ca tion (MG) is so of ten a much-needed ray of
light!  It is of ten the only church (ser vice) I get, as of the
pan demic, no out side vol un teers.  Per sons are per mit ted
to come in and visit, but NO church ser vices.  Do you in
your min is try have any Bi ble Stud ies through cor re -
spon dence? Are there any such Bi ble-stud ies that you
can rec om mend through mail?  I am try ing to use my
time here as wisely as pos si ble! You know you can’t go
wrong walk ing with Je sus, by faith.  (Per mis sion is
granted for you to pub lish this let ter in the Morn ing
Glory.)  

P.S.  Sorry that my let ter is so sloppy… Please pray for
the pris on ers, the Prison Guards, and the Au thor ities of
our USA!  AS we know this ‘na tion’ was founded un der
God.  This is the very rea son, what we are go ing through 
as a na tion, as we don’t re al ize that we are doomed with -
out God! Yes, we are slowly slip ping away from the
very roots as a Na tion; as seem ingly we are liv ing in the
last days!

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

No Trouble with Demons

By Pas tor Brent Juliot, Menomonie, WI

Je sus seemed to have no trou ble with de mons. Read 
through the four Gos pels, and you will see how com -
mon place it was for Je sus to en coun ter and cast out de -
mons.  In the Gos pels (NIV trans la tion) there are 86
men tions of de mons, count ing also “im pure spir its” – as

they are of ten called.  In ev ery en coun ter with a demon-
pos sessed per son, Je sus ef fort less cast out the de mons,
ap par ently send ing them into the Abyss, so that they
trou ble peo ple no more!  Even a Le gion of de mons was
no chal lenge for Him.  

Je sus’ hu man op po nents once claimed His power
over de mons to be Sa tanic!  In re sponse, Je sus spoke
truth “…If Sa tan op poses him self and is di vided, he
can not stand; his end has come.  In fact, no one can
en ter a strong man’s house with out first ty ing him up. 
Then he can plun der the strong man’s house.” (Mark
3:26-27)  Je sus is the one who ties up the strong man. 
This is proven ev ery time a demon is cast out, and ev ery
time a sin ner is set free to new life in Christ.  Good is
good, evil is evil, and God is Al ways Good!  

IF over com ing evil de mons is so easy for Je sus,
why then does His face-to-face en coun ter with Sa tan, in
the Temp ta tion, have a very dif fer ent feel?  Is it that Sa -
tan’s power is so much greater than that of rank-and file
de mons?  Has Je sus fi nally met His ‘match’ in the prince 
of de mons? No! Some thing else must be hap pen ing in
the Temp ta tion of Christ!  What is it?

We know that Je sus, to ac com plish His re demp tive
mis sion on earth, had to be both True God and True
Man! Our cat e chism says “It was nec es sary for our Sav -
ior to be True Man in that he might ful fill the law for us,
and suf fer and die in our place.”  Then it quotes Romans
5:19, “for just as through the dis obe di ence of the one
man the many were made sin ners, so also through the
obe di ence of one man the many will be made righ -
teous.”  Sa tan’s temp ta tion of Christ was part of Je sus’
suc cess ful obe di ence in the realm where we who are
born sin ners have failed.

But Je sus also faced that ‘tempter’ with the very
same weap ons that we frail fol low ers of Christ have at
our dis posal to day!  First, He was led into His temp ta -
tion by the (Holy) Spirit of God.  I don’t know that the
(Holy) Spirit leads us into temp ta tion to day, but this
same Holy Spirit may lead us out of our temp ta tions –-
if we will lis ten, and re spond to HIM in obe di ence.  And
sec ond, the Word of God, wielded so bril liantly by
Christ, is the same Sword for you and me.  Je sus spoke
‘Truth’, and so may we.

Stron ger than the strong man, Je sus can plun der the
strong man’s house – that is, de liver us poor sin ners
from the power of sin, death, and the devil, and carry us
into HIS OWN KINGDOM!

Faith & Fellowship, March/April, 2022

With out a Vi sion, the peo ple per ish

When the wicked rule, the peo ple mourn

With out Cour age, you will fail to act

With out God, all is lost.



Believable…Yet Unbelievable

Okla. makes abortion illegal 

By EUGENE SCOTT, Wash ing ton Post

Oklahoma Republican Gov. Kevin Stitt on Tues day
[April 12] signed a bill that makes per form ing an abor -
tion in the state illegal, as Re pub li can-led states across
the coun try rush to re strict abor tion ac cess while the Su -
preme Court weighs the fate of Roe v. Wade. 

“I prom ised Okla ho mans that I would sign ev ery
pro-life bill that hits my desk, and that’s what we’re do -
ing to day,” said Stitt, who de scribed him self as a fa ther of 
six. “We want Oklahoma to be the most pro-life state in
the coun try. We want to out law abor tion in the state of
Oklahoma.” 

Stitt was joined at the signing cer e mony Tuesday
morn ing by mem bers of the Leg is la ture, faith lead ers and 
a num ber of anti-abor tion groups who have ad vo cated
for more anti-abor tion legislation. He sat at a desk
featuring a poster with the words “Life is a hu man right,”
which oth ers be hind him also held. 

The bill, which passed the Sen ate last year and the
House ear lier this month with more than 80 sup port in
both cham bers, makes perform ing an abor tion a fel ony. 

Any one con victed would face as much as 10 years in
prison and a $100,000 fine. 

The law makes an exception if the life of the woman
is in dan ger but has no exception for rape or in cest. 

If it is not blocked by the courts, the bill is sched uled
to take ef fect in the sum mer when the Oklahoma Leg is la -
ture ad journs. Un like sev eral other abor tion bans pro -
posed in Oklahoma this ses sion, it does not include the
emer gency clause that al lows a bill to take ef fect as soon
as it’s signed by the gov er nor. 

The bill’s fu ture will probably hinge on a Su preme
Court de ci sion ex pected in the sum mer, when the justic es 
will rule on Mis sis sippi’s l5-week abor tion ban in a case
that could over turn or significantly roll back Roe v.
Wade, the land mark 1973 rul ing that guar an teed the right 
to abortion na tion wide. 

From Florida to Idaho to Ar i zona, Re pub li cans have
moved to re strict abor tion while Dem o cratic-led states
have tried to pro tect ac cess to the pro ce dure. …

White House press sec re tary Jen Psaki crit i cized the
state law, call ing it an “un con sti tu tional at tack on
women’s rights” and among the most ex treme anti-abor -
tion bills in the coun try. 

“Make no mis take: The ac tions to day in Oklahoma 
are a part of a dis turb ing na tional trend at tack ing

women’s rights and the Biden Ad min is tra tion will con -
tinue to stand with women in Oklahoma and across the
coun try in the fight to de fend their free dom to make their
own choices about their fu tures,” she said in a state ment. 

In oral ar gu ments last year, con ser va tive Su preme
Court jus tices, who hold the ma jor ity on the 6-to-3 court,
seemed open to over turn ing Roe v. Wade and 50 years of
ju ris pru dence that guarantees a fun da men tal right to
abor tion. 

Alexis McGill John son, pres i dent of Planned Par -
enthood Ac tion Fund, a non-profit that ad vo cates for
abortion rights, said on Twit ter on Tuesday that her or ga -
ni za tion will chal lenge the Oklahoma bill in court, call -
ing it an “un con sti tu tional law.” 

“We are at a tip ping point for abor tion rights na -
tion-wide,” she wrote. 

Taken from the Star Tribune, April 13, 2022

Florida governor signs bill stripping
Disney of self-governing authority

By Maria Caspani and Dawn Chmielewski

April 22 (Reuters) - Florida Gov er nor Ron DeSantis
on Fri day signed a bill that strips Walt Dis ney Co of
self-gov ern ing au thor ity at its Or lando-area parks in re -
tal i a tion for its op po si tion to a new law that lim its the
teach ing of LGBTQ is sues in schools.

Dis ney did not im me di ately com ment on the bill’s
sign ing.

DeSantis is a po ten tial 2024 Re pub li can pres i den tial
can di date who has courted con ser va tive vot ers on is sues
such as im mi gra tion, abor tion and LGBTQ rights.

With his lat est move against Dis ney, DeSantis is at -
tempt ing to bur nish his con ser va tive cre den tials by
show ing he is will ing to stand up to what he de scribed as
a “woke” com pany based in Cal i for nia that does not
share Florida’s val ues.

Dis ney ini tially did not pub licly op pose the LGBTQ
leg is la tion last month, prompt ing crit i cism from that
com mu nity and some em ploy ees. The com pany later
con demned the law and said it would sus pend po lit i cal
do na tions in Florida pend ing a re view.

The law, dubbed the “don’t say gay” bill by crit ics,
bans class room in struc tion on sex ual ori en ta tion or gen -
der iden tity for chil dren in kin der gar ten through third
grade. DeSantis backed the mea sure, say ing it would
give par ents more con trol over their chil dren’s ed u ca tion.

7



8

Op po nents call it a thinly veiled at tempt to
marginalize gay and transgender stu dents, or the chil -
dren of queer par ents.

At a fundraiser in Se at tle on Thurs day, Pres i dent
Joe Biden weighed in on the clash be tween Dis ney and
Florida Re pub li cans. He said ef forts to im pose such
con straints “have noth ing to do with tra di tional con ser -
va tive doc trine.”

“I re spect con ser va tives. There’s noth ing con ser va -
tive about de cid ing you’re go ing to throw Dis ney out of
its pres ent pos ture be cause Mickey Mouse ... should ...
not be able to say, you know, gay.”

While the bill ap pears to be an at tack on Dis ney and
sprawl ing Or lando theme parks, ex perts say the fi nan -
cial im pact of the leg is la tion on the com pany and the
state is un clear at this stage.

DeSantis rushed the bill through the state house,
push ing it through within three days of a spe cial ses sion, 
but it will not take ef fect un til June 2023, giv ing the two
sides time to ad just to the new re al ity

Reuters.com

Does Scrip ture Say Any thing
about Cli mate?

By Brian Thomas, Ph.D.

Hu man per spec tives on cli mate change vary from
one ex treme to the other, but the BIBLE’S po si tion on
cli mate is rock solid. 

Gen e sis de scribes three droughts and God’s prom -
ise to main tain the over all sta bil ity of Earth’s cli mate.

As Cli mate change con ver sa tion(s) squeeze their
way into so many top ics, yet cli mate re search is rife with 
con fu sion.  Which sci en tists are right –- those who say
man made pol lu tion and green house gases cause most
global warm ing, or those who say these may only play a
mi nor role? Even ex pert opin ions vary to ex tremes.  In
con trast, GENESIS makes con fi dent state ments about
Earth’s cli mate.

The 2009 Climategate fi asco il lus trates the con fu -
sion in side cli mate re search.  Ex tracted emails ex posed
how cer tain cli mate re search ers sup pressed the work of
sci en tists who dis agreed with them.  An em bar rass ing
plac ard at Gla cier Na tional Park in Montana also shows
con fu sion.  The old sign said hu man ac tiv ity warms the
world enough to melt gla ciers!  It stated, “Com puter
mod els in di cate the gla ciers will all be gone by the year
of 2020.”  BUT the gla ciers in the park re main to day –-
so park of fi cials changed the sign.  Whether through sci -

en tific sup pres sion or waf fling words, cli mate sci ence
seems to shift like the daily weather fore cast!

In con trast, the Word of God stands for ever!  For ex -
am ple, Gen e sis lists three big fam ines that fit Ice Age
cli mate shifts.  Noah’s Flood warmed oceans and pow -
ered vol ca noes that caused Earth’s Ice Age.  Cen turies
later, oceans cooled, vol ca noes calmed, and ice sheets
melted.  As the Ice Age faded, the Mid dle East
transitioned from lush to arid.  Abram trav eled across
to day’s Iraq to Egypt across a “well -wa tered” land that
stands dry to day.”  Af ter he ar rived in Ca naan, Gen e sis
12:10 says “Abram went down to Egypt to dwell there,
for the fam ine was se vere in the land.”  CROPS won’t
grow with out rain!  He headed to Egypt since an cient
Egyp tians re lied more on the NILE River when rains
failed to fall on their fields. 

Scrip ture re cords the next ma jor drought dur ing
Isaac’s time say ing, “There was a fam ine in the land, be -
sides the first fam ine that was in the days of Abra ham.”
Later, the Lord used Jo seph as top leader in Egypt to
save many peo ple through a third drought re corded in
Gen e sis.  Seven years with out rain cer tainly counts as a
cli mate change!  That ex treme weather had noth ing to
do with in dus trial pol lu tion.  Scrip ture’s his tory and
clues on the ground to gether show that to day’s dry Mid -
dle East had a wet past. 

While Chris tians should lead in pro tect ing God’s
Cre ation, no Bi ble be liever should buy into Cli mate
alarmism!  This says that hu man ac tiv ity can de stroy the 
Planet.  What about God’s prom ise to Noah?  Af ter the
Flood, He said, “While the earth re mains, seed time
and har vest, cold and heat, win ter and sum mer, and
day and night shall not cease.”  God prom ised farm able 
land, not a de stroyed earth! 

The Cre ator does n’t make junk! He made Earth’s at -
mo sphere strong enough to sus tain the peo ple He loves 
even when some of those peo ple fail to take care of His
Cre ation.  Man kind makes mis takes.  Our faults bleed
into sci ence and so ci ety!  In con trast, three droughts and 
a Gen e sis prom ise show the cer tainty of our great Cre -
ator’s words.   

Acts and Facts, 6/20

Associate yourself with men of good
quality if you esteem your own

reputation.  It is better to be alone
than in bad company.

George Wash ing ton



The Blood of God
“Be on guard for your selves and for all the flock,

among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers,
to shep herd the church of God which He pur chased

with His own blood.” (Acts 20:28)

From the very be gin ning of sin, God laid out His means 
of deal ing with sin in peo ple’s lives:  The Blood of An In no -
cent Vic tim.  When Adam and Eve fell into sin, God did the
fol low ing:  “And the LORD God made gar ments of skin for
Adam and his wife, and clothed them.” (Gen e sis 3:21)  The
life of liv ing things is in the blood and it takes the sac ri fice
of life to atone be fore God for the in frac tion against His
Holy Will.  This is what the sac ri fi cial sys tem in the Old
Tes ta ment dem on strated to the peo ple.  “For the life of the
flesh is in the blood, and I have given it to you on the al tar to 
make atone ment for your souls; for it is the blood by rea son
of the life that makes atone ment.”  (Le vit i cus 17:11)  The word
“atone ment” means “to cover over,” in other words the
blood cov ered over the sins of the peo ple be fore God, yet it
would never re move them.  “For the Law, since it has only
a shadow of the good things to come and not the very form
of things, can never by the same sac ri fices year by year,
which they of fer con tin u ally, make per fect those who draw
near.  Oth er wise, would they not have ceased to be of fered,
be cause the wor ship ers, hav ing once been cleansed, would
no lon ger have had con scious ness of sins?  But in those sac -
ri fices there is a re minder of sins year by year.  For it is im -
pos si ble for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.”
(He brews 10:1-4)

The blood sac ri fices in the Old Tes ta ment were done
upon an i mals which had no sin, be cause there was no pro -
nounce ment of sin upon them in the curse which God
brought upon the earth and man kind.  They were sin less
sub sti tutes as well, and their blood could cover the wrong
done, but not re move it. When we get to the New Tes ta -
ment, we find some thing sim i lar, yet pro foundly dif fer ent.  
The blood of Je sus is n’t just the blood of a per fect and sin -
less man.  It is the blood of the Only be got ten Son of God
who be came true man – True God and True Man.  There -
fore it is a di vine-hu man blood and that is why it is able to
com pletely re move the sin from the re pen tant and be liev -
ing per son.  When John the Bap tist saw Je sus he cried out,
“Be hold the Lamb of God Who takes away the sin of the
World” (John 1:29)

Peo ple have a hard time com pre hend ing this.  They rea -
son the fol low ing:  “God is a Spirit with no phys i cal body
and there fore has no blood to shed.  Je sus was a sin less man
and shed His blood on the cross, but it was the blood of a
sin less man alone, and not the blood of God, be cause that
would be stat ing that God died when Je sus died.”

Let us set aside our hu man rea son ing and look in stead
to the tes ti mony of the Scrip ture that Je sus, the Son of
God, died for your sins.  As the Scrip ture at the top of the
page states:  “God pur chased His church with His own
blood.”  In stead of sit ting in a quan dary about it, sim ply re -
joice in what the Lord God has done for you.

Since this Blood of Je sus re moves sin from us, we can
ap proach God openly and with con fi dence.  “Since there -
fore, breth ren, we have con fi dence to en ter the holy place
by the blood of Je sus.”  (Heb. 10:19)  We can now come be -
fore God di rectly and re ceive Grace to help in time of
need.  Even the High Priests in the Old Tes ta ment could n’t
do that.  They ap proached God in ab so lute fear that if they
had n’t done ev ery thing right or brought the wrong sac ri -
fice, they would be con sumed on the spot.  “And the LORD

said to Mo ses, ‘Tell your brother Aaron that he shall not
en ter at any time into the holy place in side the veil, be fore
the mercy seat which is on the ark, lest he die; for I will ap -
pear in the cloud over the mercy seat.’” (Le vit i cus 16:2)

Since the Blood of Je sus re moves our sins from us, we 
now have a Bib li cal def i ni tion of what for give ness of sins
en tails.  “If we con fess our sins, He is faith ful and righ -
teous to for give us our sins and to cleanse us from all un -
righ teous ness.”  (I John 1:9)  The word “for give” means “to
send away.”  God takes the sin that be longs to us and
“sends it away” to Je sus who bears it in our place.

In fact God not only de cides to re move the sins from
our lives, but He also for gets that they ever hap pened.   
“This is the cov e nant that I will make with them Af ter
those days, says the Lord: I will put My laws upon their
heart, And upon their mind I will write them,” He then
says,  “And their sins and their law less deeds I will re -
mem ber no more.” (He brews 10:16-17)  It’s ab so lutely as -
tound ing that the Om ni scient God de cides to for get what
He has re moved from us with His own Blood!  Judg ment
Day for the be liever will not be a time to give an ac count
of our sins since they are no lon ger part of the re cord of our 
lives!

That is the beauty of the Blood of God which takes
away our sins.  Does this truth not give us a greater ap pre ci -
a tion of what we re ceive when we take the Lord’s Sup per?

Pastor Jim Haga, 
Hagapublishing.com
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In the old rugged cross,
Stained with blood so divine,

A wondrous beauty I see,

For ‘twas on that old cross,
Jesus suffered and died,

To pardon and sanctify me.
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A Crushed Heart
“But Si mon Pe ter, when he saw it, fell down at Je sus’
knees, say ing, De part from me; for I am a sin ful man,

O Lord.” (Luke 5:8)

BEFORE the Lord can dwell in a hu man heart He
must first crush it. 

Nor does He crush any heart so thor oughly as those
He is to use in His ser vice. 

Pe ter is not the only one who has been made to feel
fear in his heart. If the Lord is to make us use ful, we
must see sin in such a way that it be comes the thing of
which we are afraid. We must be given to see our own
heart, our own fear of God, our Chris tian work in such a
way that it be comes our de spair. 

If we are to re ceive “that suf fi ciency which is from
God,” then we must first re al ize our own in suf fi ciency,
our own in ca pa bil ity. 

Be not dis mayed there fore, my dear fel low worker,
when you ex pe ri ence these crush ing blows at the hands
of the Lord. To you ev ery thing seems im pos si ble and
noth ing quite so im pos si ble as that you should be able to 
do anything in the king dom of God. 

You feel that you are un wor thy. In deed, but who is
wor thy? No one. It is only through God’s mercy that we
are per mit ted to have a part in the work of the Lord. As
long as you feel that such is the case your work will
prosper. 

You feel that you are in ca pa ble. In deed, that is as it
should be. As long as you feel that way the Lord can use
you. For there is noth ing else that can make you qual i -
fied for this work but that which you re ceive from God.
He gives grace to the hum ble. 

No one is as well qual i fied to win souls as the hum -
ble per son is. Such a per son is never too prom i nent in a
group of be liev ers. He never causes di vi sion or strife
within the flock of God. 

More over, he gains ac cess to the hearts and con -
sciences of the un con verted as no one else does. 

Taken from God’s Word for Today by O. Hallesby,
© Copyright 1937 by Augsburg Publishing House,

Used by permission.

Be Ready to Tes tify of The Hope
That Is in You

By Mrs. Jo seph Aarhus 

Thor Rinden was usu ally in good health, and re -
gard less of his con di tion, he al ways had a ready an swer

for any one who asked him how things are go ing.  He
lived alone in a lit tle home on the old farm place af ter
the death of his wife.

A friend asked him one day ‘How are things go ing
for you, Thor’?

With out a mo ment’s hes i ta tion, his beau ti ful an swer 
came: ‘It is go ing home ward!’

His an swer plainly shows how he lived from day to
day as though any day might be his last one here on
Earth.  When long ing for Heaven and Home con strains
us, we sense keenly that we are just “pass ing through.”
Our eyes are fixed on the goal, and our con ver sa tion
takes on the thoughts of HEAVEN and of the glory that
awaits us.  Or maybe this is not the cen ter of your con -
ver sa tion!  IS IT?  Per haps the early Chris tians felt this
more keenly than we do!  

Af ter the death of his wife, Pas tor Reisem lived
alone in the Par son age at Jewell, Iowa awhile.  How -
ever, when his health be gan to fail, he re sided for some
months in Bethany Manor, Story City, Iowa.   

One day he was seen wan der ing around try ing to
find his room, and a Nurse see ing his con fu sion, came to 
help him.  ‘Pas tor Reisem, are you lost’?  

“Lost?  Oh, no, no!  I am not lost!  I am saved!”
Then out of his heart and mind came verse af ter

verse of Scrip ture to prove his as sur ance of Sal va tion. 
Lit tle did the at ten dant ex pect such re sponse to the ques -
tion she had asked!

It is beau ti ful when, in spite of men tal lapses and
weak ness of mind, a per son can re main clear and fresh
spir i tu ally.  Talk to some “of these old Chris tians and
you will hear how they can dis cuss the most im por tant
things of life –- Heaven, Sal va tion, Eter nity with the
LORD, etc.  There are ex cep tions, of course.

So let us store up the Word of God in our hearts as
Pas tor Reisem had done through many years.  It will
stand in good stead to us ONE DAY! 

Selected

When Shadows Fall 

When shad ows fall about us 
And sad hearts are alone,
There is Strength that co mes to us 
Far greater than our own –
There is a love that com forts,
There is a light to lead, 
There is a heav enly Fa ther 
Who un der stands OUR NEED! 

            Au thor Un known



Tempted by the Devil
By Pas tor Troy Tysdal

On a small moun tain, just west of the Jor dan River,
even forty days of fast ing could not weaken the re solve
of Je sus!  HE had been led by the Holy Spirit into the
desert to be tempted by the devil.  As Je sus prayed, the
words of John the Bap tist played on re peat in His mind. 
“Look, the lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the
world!”  Je sus knew that John was proph e sy ing of His
death.  In that, His mind flashed back to the Pass over –
the spot less lamb given in sac ri fice for the chil dren of
God.

Deep in thought, Je sus looked up and out over the
val ley.  He knew that the trip to the Cross was one he
would take alone now.  Now, he felt the pres ence of one
he knew long ago – one who made the na tions trem ble,
one who said in his heart, “I will as cend to the heav ens, I
will raise my throne above the stars of God …” (Isa iah
14:13)  Years ago, their paths had al most crossed in Beth -
le hem.  Mary and Jo seph had fled with the child Je sus
just be fore King Herod’s army had ar rived to slaugh ter
the chil dren of the city.  The devil had been search ing for
Je sus ever since, watch ing for an other op por tu nity. 

In Mat thew 4:3, the tempter came to Him and said,
“If you are the Son of God…”

In Sa tan’s open ing line, dur ing the temp ta tion of Je -
sus, we hear him cast doubt on the truth ful ness of God’s
Word.  Af ter His bap tism, when Je sus emerged from the
wa ters of the Jor dan, the sky was torn open, the (Holy)
Spirit de scended like a dove, and the Fa ther said, “This is 
my Son, whom I love, with him I am well pleased.”
(Mat thew 3:17)  Here in the wil der ness, Sa tan is now
ques tion ing God’s good Word.  His trick is noth ing new. 
In fact, it is as old as sin.  

In the Gar den of Eden, Sa tan ap peared to Eve and
asked, “Did God re ally say, ‘You must not eat fruit from
the tree that is in the mid dle of the gar den, and you must
not touch it, or you will die.’”  Sa tan re plied, “You will

not surely die…” (Gen e sis 3:1-4)
And there it is; the fa ther of lies ac cus ing God of be -

ing a liar.  It is a lie that changed the course of hu man his -
tory.  God had given Adam and Eve all good things.  How 
would they re spond to His good ness?  They would deny
His Word, and death would en ter the world just as God
had said it would!  

The voice of the tempter co mes to us as well!  “Has
God re ally said that you are for given?  Surely, you can
see that you are not.  Look at how the earth re fuses to give 
up her crop.  Look at how dis ease rav ages your bod ies! 
Look at how war rav ages your king doms.  Surely, you
can see that God has for saken you.”  

Per haps you are tempted to be lieve the devil.  There
is al ways a hint of truth in his lies. But then we are re -
minded of the very Word Of God be come flesh – the One
who re sisted temp ta tion, the One of whom the Psalm ist
de clares, “...as far as east is from the west, so far has he
re moved our trans gres sions.” (Psalm 103:12)  This for -
give ness did not come with out cost.  

On the Cross, Je sus cried out, “Eli, Eli, lama
sabachthani?” – which means, My God, my God, why
have you for saken me?”  Surely you know, it is for you
that HE was for saken?

In Christ you have been given all good things!  How
will you re spond to His good ness?  Trust His Word, and
open your ears!  A DAY is com ing when all will con fess,
even the devil, that JESUS CHRIST IS LORD!

Faith & Fellowship, March/April, 2022

How to Deal With Sa tan

By A. B. Simpson 

A num ber of peo ple were talk ing of temp ta tion.  The
part which Sa tan takes in the be liever’s temp ta tions came 
into dis cus sion.  Many good things were ut tered.

An el derly gen tle man was ap pealed to.  He rose and
said:

“Well, my friends, you ask me what I think to be the
best way to deal with Sa tan.  I’ll tell you.  Now, if you’ll
take an old man’s ad vice, you’ll never par ley with him. 
He is n’t wise; for if he had been, he’d have stopped in
Heaven.  But he’s art ful and he’s had a pretty long spell
these six thou sand years in study ing the weak points of
hu man na ture.  So sure, as you be gin to par ley with him,
he’ll out wit you and throw you.  I’ll tell you what I have
done with him these many years; I never speak to him at
all, but just as soon as he co mes to me, I al ways in tro duce
him to my bet ters.”  (Ed. Send Je sus to an swer the
‘door-bell’ in your life!)
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“I don’t know where this Bible
will take me in this world but I do 

know where this Bible will take
me in the here-after.”  

Dr. Carl McIntyre
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How Canst Thou Say, I Love Thee,
When Thine Heart Is Not With Me?

By Pas tor Jim Pe ter son
(Please read Judges 16:5 – 22)

Delilah is frus trated with Sam son!  Her frus tra tion
is the fruit of hu man greed.  “The lords of the Philistines
came up unto her, and said unto her, …we will give thee,
ev ery one of us, eleven hun dred pieces of sil ver” (verse
5).  This was their of fer to Delilah if she could se cure
from Sam son the source of his strength.  Their mo tive
was to gain the cap ture and con trol of Sam son.  This of -
fer of sil ver for a soul was too great a temp ta tion for
Delilah, so she be gan to plan Sam son’s de mise.

As she ques tions Sam son about the source of his
great strength, each of three times he told her a lie.  It can 
be noted that frus tra tion is usu ally pro ceeded by lies. 
Lies ei ther from hu man source or from Sa tan him self. 
“Ye are of your fa ther the devil, and the lusts of your fa -
ther ye will do.  He was a mur derer from the be gin ning
and abode not in the truth, be cause there is no truth in
him.  When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for 
he is a liar, and the fa ther of it" (John 8:44).

Knowing Sam son has lied re peat edly to her,
Delilah, in frus tra tion, asks, “How canst thou say, I love
thee, when thine heart is not with me?” (Verse 15).  The
cor re la tion be tween the Lord Je sus and the be liever can
be seen in the re la tion ship of Delilah and Sam son. 
Delilah ap pears as one de sir ing truth from Sam son’s
heart.  Sam son is, like so many be liev ers are, not truth ful 
in the heart!  We say we love Je sus, but in wardly we lie. 
Our heart is di vided in its loy alty and hon esty.  We de -
sire the best of both Earth and Heaven!  All this at the
ex pense of ly ing to our Lord.  He also must echo the
words of Delilah, “How canst thou say I love thee,
when thine heart is not with me?”

This is an age (time) of re pen tance and for give ness. 
Let us turn to JESUS with the long ings of our di vided
heart.  Bring those worldly de sires to His Throne of
Grace in re pen tance and re ceive HIS par don.

It’s not what you love, it’s who you love that
counts!

Our Match less CHRIST 

By Billy Sunday 

In many places, Je sus Christ is only a grand sub ject
for a paint ing, a he roic theme for a pen, a beau ti ful form
for a stat ute, and a thought for a song; but to those who
have heard His voice, who have felt His par don, who

have re ceived His bene dic tion, He is mu sic, warmth,
light, joy, hope and sal va tion – a Friend who never for -
sakes, who lifts us when oth ers try to push us down.

We can not wear Him out, we pile on Him all of our
griefs and trou bles.  HE is al ways ready to lift us; HE is
al ways ready to help us; HE ad dresses us with the same
love; He beams upon us with the same smile; He pit ies
us with the same com pas sion.

There is no name like His.  It is more in spir ing than
Caesar’s, more mu si cal than Bee tho ven’s, more pa tient
than Lin coln’s.

The Name of JESUS throbs with all life, weeps with 
all pa thos, groans with all pains, stoops with all love.  Its 
breath is laden with per fume.

Who like Je sus can pity a home less or phan?
Who like Je sus can wel come a prod i gal back home?
Who like Je sus can make a drunk ard so ber?
Who like Je sus can il lu mi nate a cem e tery plowed

with graves?
Who like Je sus can make a queen out of a lost

woman of the street?
Who like Je sus can catch the tears of hu man sor row

in His bowl?
Who like Je sus can kiss away our sor row?
I strug gle for a met a phor with which to ex press

JESUS!  HE is not like the burst ing forth of an or ches tra; 
that is too loud and it may be out of tune.

HE is not like the sea when lashed into a rage by a
storm; that is too bois ter ous.

HE is not like a moun tain wreathed in light ning,
can o pied with snow; that is too sol i tary and re mote.

HE is the Lily of the Val ley, the Rose of Sharon, a
gale of spices from HEAVEN!

THE BLOOD OF CHRIST 

By George White

1. It is rec on cil ing blood (Ephe sians 2:13; He brews
2:17).

2. It is re demp tive blood (Colossians 1:14; 1 Pe ter 1:18,
19).

3. It is aton ing blood (Romans 5:11).

4. It is jus ti fy ing blood (vs.9).

5. It is cleans ing blood ((1 John 1:7; Rev e la tion 1:5).

6. It is over com ing blood (12:11).



Getting Answers to Prayer
By Dr. Tom Malone 

“And all things, what so ever ye shall ask in prayer,
be liev ing, ye shall re ceive.”

“If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye
shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you.”

Mat thew 21:22 & John 15:7

God to day an swers prayer just as much as HE has ever 
an swered prayer.  He can and will an swer mine and yours
just as He did Eli jah’s.   We read in Psalm 65:2, “O thou
that hearest prayer, unto thee shall all flesh come.”  It is
typ i cal of God to an swer prayer.

I pray about even sim ple lit tle things, things you might 
think were fool ish!   The other day I lost my glasses.  I
could n’t find them any where.  I looked all over the church.  
I asked peo ple in the of fices.  I looked all over my of fice. 
NO GLASSES!  I prayed, “Lord, I need my glasses.  You
know where they are and You’re not tell ing me.  I need to
know where they are.  Lord, help me find my glasses.”  

There is a lit tle case up in my of fice that I rarely ever
carry with me.  The day I prayed, I went over, lifted up the
lid on that case, reached in, picked up my glasses and put
them on!  I might have been look ing for them yet had I not
prayed.

You say, “Well, that was a lit tle thing.”  But He is not a
lit tle God.  God can also an swer prayers that take a mir a -
cle!  In the su per nat u ral and un usual, God will an swer
prayer! 

When the doc tor told me I would never be able to
preach again, the only thing I could do was PRAY.  I had
two op er a tions on my throat; then I was told that I would
never be able to preach again!  I was ad vised to seek some
other way to serve the LORD. 

My heart was bro ken.  Preaching was my life!  My
wife and I fell pros trate on our faces be fore God.  I could -
n’t even pray aloud; but my wife cried out to God to work
a mir a cle, heal my throat and re store my voice.  We both
claimed Mat thew 18:19, “IF TWO OF YOU SHALL
AGREE ON EARTH AS TOUCHING ANY THING THAT
THEY SHALL ASK, IT SHALL BE DONE FOR THEM OF 
MY FATHER WHICH IS IN HEAVEN.”

God heard that prayer years ago and I have been
preach ing sev eral times a week ever since.  

God an swers prayer!  “Lord, in crease our faith” in
get ting an swers to prayer!  Ev ery sin cere Chris tian, un less
he has an ax to grind or there is some thing wrong with him
some where else, should be pray ing for the Lord to bless
the work of God! …

HE ANSWERS PRAYER!
               Sword of the Lord

It All Started With a Drink 

By Evang. War ren ‘Chip’ Roy, Ste phen City, VA 

Leon ard J. Pearce went to an Al co holics Anon y mous 
meet ing last fall but drank beer be fore and af ter the ses -
sion.  

He wound up steal ing a four-wheel-drive ve hi cle
from the Web ster Fire De part ment but did n’t bother
open ing the ga rage doors of the fire sta tion be fore tak ing
off.

Pearce, 22, of Rostraver Town ship, en tered guilty
pleas for bur glary, theft, re ceiv ing sto len prop erty and
crim i nal mis chief be fore Judge Dan iel Ackerman in
Westmore-land County Pleas Court.  

He said he had a quart of beer be fore the AA meet ing
and later got a ride to a bar in Donora where he had an -
other dozen beers or so.  He was un clear on how he stole
the ve hi cle from the fire sta tion.  

Au thor ities said that in ad di tion to crash ing through
the ga rage door, Pearce donned a fire man’s hat, coat and
boots.  He drove the ve hi cle about 14 miles and left it
parked in Stock dale in Wash ing ton County.

As sis tant Pub lic De fender Rich ard Vic to ria told
Ackerman that Pearce, who had had pre vi ous prob lems
with al co hol ism, had been ex am ined re cently by psy chi -
a trists and was com pe tent to stand trial (Greensburg Tri -
bune-Re view, Greensburg, Penn syl va nia).  

I have long lost the date of this ar ti cle, but I would
say it was some time around 1983-85.  Re gard less, I was
al ways amazed by that ti tle: 

“IT ALL STARTED WITH A DRINK.”

How many bro ken homes can’t say that it all started
with a drink?

How many un wanted preg nan cies can say that it all
started with a drink?

How many fights can say that it all started with a
drink? 

How many mur ders can say that it all started with a
drink?

How many se ri ous car wrecks can say that it all
started with a drink?

How many back slid ers can say that it all started with
a drink?

How many pris on ers will say that it all started with a
drink?

The BIBLE says, “Wine is a mocker, strong drink
is rag ing; and who so ever is de ceived thereby is not
wise.”  (Prov erbs 20:1)
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“Sin …exceeding sinful.”
“Was then that which is good made death unto me?

God for bid. But sin, that it might ap pear sin, work ing
death in me by that which is good; that sin by the com -

mand ment might be come ex ceed ing sin ful.” 
Romans 7:13

BEWARE of light thoughts of sin! At the time of
con ver sion, the con science is so ten der, that we are
afraid of the slight est sin.  Young con verts have a holy
tim id ity, a godly fear lest they should of fend against
God.  But alas!  Very soon the fine bloom upon these
first ripe fruits is re moved the rough han dling of the sur -
round ing world: the sen si tive plant of young pi ety turns
into a wil low in af ter life, too pli ant, too eas ily yield ing. 
It is sadly true, that even a Chris tian may grow by de -
grees so cal lous, that the sin which once star tled him
does not alarm him in the least.  By de grees men (all
peo ple) get fa mil iar with sin.  The ear in which the can -
non has been boom ing will not no tice slight sounds.  At
first a lit tle sin star tles us; but soon we say “Is it not a lit -
tle one?” Then there co mes an other, larger, and then an -
other, un til by de grees we be gin to re gard sin as but a
lit tle ill; and then fol lows an un holy pre sump tion.  “We
have not fallen into open sin.  True, we trip ped a lit tle,
but we stood up right in the main.  We may have ut tered
one un holy word, but as for the most of our con ver sa -
tion, it has been con sis tent.”  So, we pal li ate sin; we
throw a cloak over it; we call it by dainty names.

Chris tian, be ware how thou thinkest lightly of sin! 
Take heed lest thou fall by lit tle and lit tle.  Sin, a lit tle
thing?  Is it not a poi son?  Who knows its dead li ness? 
Sin, a lit tle thing?  Do not the lit tle foxes spoil the
grapes?  Doth not the tiny coral in sect build a rock in
which wrecks a navy?  Do not lit tle strokes fell lofty
oaks?  Will not con tin ual drop pings wear away stones? 
SIN, a lit tle thing?  It girded the Re deemer’s head with
thorns, and pierced His heart!   It made Him suf fer an -
guish, bit ter ness, and woe.  Could you weigh the least
sin in the scales of eter nity, you would fly from it as
from a ser pent, and ab hor the least ap pear ance of evil. 
Look upon all sin as that which cru ci fied the Sav ior and
you will see it be “ex ceed ing sin ful.” 

Morning & Evening by Charles Spurgeon, © 1991
Henderson Publishers, Inc.

THE UNCOMMON MAN 

By Dean Alfange 

I do not choose to be a com mon man.  It is my right
to be un com mon – if I can.  I seek op por tu nity – not se -
cu rity.  I do not wish to be a kept cit i zen, hum bled and
dulled by hav ing the state look af ter me.  I want to take
the cal cu lated risk, to dream and to build, to fail and suc -
ceed. 

I re fuse to bar ter in cen tive for a dole.  I pre fer the
chal lenges of life to the guar an teed ex is tence; the thrill
of ful fill ment to the stale calm of uto pia.  

I will not trade free dom for a be nef i cence nor my
dig nity for a hand out!  I will never cower be fore any
mas ter nor bend to any threat.  It is my her i tage to stand
erect, proud and un afraid; to think and act for my self,
en joy the ben e fit of my cre ations and to face the world
boldly and say, THIS I HAVE DONE!

All this is what it means to be an Amer i can!

Ed i tor: WE the peo ple of the grand USA,What a
priv i lege and re spon si bil ity!

Rest

“I will give you Rest”  (Mat thew 11:28)
The word “creep” is an en gi neer ing term used to de -

scribe the grad ual move ment and per ma nent de for ma -
tion that slowly takes place in solid ma te ri als un der the
in flu ence of too much stress which will even tu ally fa -
tigue a ma te rial to the point where it will crack and no
lon ger be able to per form its func tion. 

Peo ple re act to stress a lot like ma te ri als do un der
pres sure!  The greater the bur den of stress – the greater
the fa tigue.  BUT thanks be unto Je sus Christ, we don’t
have to bear our bur dens alone.  HE in vites us to “come
unto Me, all ye that la bour and are heavy laden, and I
will give you rest” Mat thew 11:28.  There fore, “cast thy 
bur den upon the Lord” Psalm 55:22a. for “He shall
sus tain thee” and give you “rest unto your soul” Mat -
thew 11:29.                    Gos pel Gram

A reputation once broken may possibly be repaired, but the world 
will always keep its eye on the spot where the crack was!



Atomic Blasts On Sodom
Au thor Jon a than Cahn

“Then the Lord rained down burn ing sul fur on
Sodom and Go mor rah – from the LORD out of the
heav ens.”  (Gen e sis 19:24)

Gen e sis 18 and 19 re cord the judg ment and de struc -
tion of Sodom and Go mor rah – cit ies so evil that their in -
hab it ants at tempted to rape the an gels sent to them.    The
BIBLE re cords the judge ment – fire rains down from the
sky and the cit ies are de stroyed!

Of course, to mod ern schol ars and crit ics of the Bi ble 
the ac count is dis missed as a myth, and the de struc tion of
Sodom and Go mor rah an event that never took place. 
And there has never been any rem nant of any city that
would fit the de scrip tion of the ac count … un til now!

The cit ies of Sodom and Go mor rah would have been
lo cated in the re gion of the Dead Sea.  Seven miles north -
east of the Dead Sea is a city called Tall el-Hamman, it
has in re cent time been the fo cus of an ex ten sive
multi-na tional ar chae ol o gist’s ex ca va tion.  Those in -
volved in the ex ca va tion in clude ar chae ol o gists, ge ol o -
gists, geo chem ists, geomorphologists, min er al o gists,
paleobotanists, sedimentologists, med i cal doc tors, and
cos mic im pact ex perts. 

Af ter fif teen ex ca va tions, the team pub lished its con -
clu sions.  The con clu sions were stun ning.  They placed
the city about 3,600 years ago, which is within the gen er -
ally ac cepted pe riod of Sodom and Go mor rah.  What
they found set apart the ru ins from vir tu ally any other
city ever ex ca vated.  They came to the con clu sion that the 
city was de stroyed –- sud denly, vi o lently, cata clysmi -
cally.

How was it de stroyed?  Fire from the sky! The blast
was so great that the sci en tists lik ened it to that of an
atomic bomb! In fact they be lieve that the force of the
blast was greater than the atomic bomb of Hi ro shima … 
a thou sand times greater – or the equiv a lent of a thou -
sand atomic bombs?

The force that de stroyed the city was so pow er ful
that the tem per a ture of the air rose above 3,600 Fahr en -
heit. Mudbrick houses, clay ves sels, swords, shields, and
spears be gan to melt!

Ac cord ing to the sci en tists, none of the es ti mated
8,000 peo ple or an i mals within the city sur vived, just as
in the ac count of Gen e sis.  In fact, it ap pears that wood
and small plants were blasted into tiny di a mond-like
struc tures!  Other finds in di cated the melt ing of el e ments
that re quire tem per a tures of 4,435% Fahr en heit!  As for
the veg e ta tion, it ap pears to have been wiped out as it was 
writ ten “and also the veg e ta tion of the land.”  Fur ther, it
ap pears that the de struc tion caused the land to be cov ered 

with salt – also echo ing the ac count in Gen e sis.
It is yet an other ex am ple of sci ence catch ing up with

the Bi ble.  And it’s strik ing for this to be re vealed in our
gen er a tion!  For our cul ture once iden ti fied with the mo -
ral ity of Abra ham – now it iden ti fies more with that of
Sodom – and now the stones cry out, warn ing of judg -
ment.

Be con fi dent in the Word of GOD!  In the end it
will be proven true.  In the mean time, live by it, stand by
it, and over come by it.  

Reprinted from Hope For your Heart

The Place to Really Learn

It has been said; the per son who rocks the cra dle
rules the world!  Medically, it has been clearly stated that
the In fant in its moth er’s-womb; senses what kind of mu -
sic the mother lis tens too! Home in the mother’s womb
to day is the most dan ger ous place for a per son to be be -
cause of abor tion!  Home is a place of learn ing, chal -
lenges, and growth.  Yes, chil dren are en cour aged to
ex press them selves and they are taught what it means to
ask and wait for an an swer!

Noth ing is too big or too small to pray spe cif i cally
about be fore our Al mighty God, as He can be touched
with the feel ings of our in fir mi ties. (See He brews 4:15)

Cur few Did Not Ring!

Ol i ver Crom well once or dered that at the ring ing of
the eve ning cur few bell a sol dier be shot for his crimes. 
For some rea son that night the bell did not toll.  (The in ci -
dent has been im mor tal ized in po etry and song). 

It seems that the girl whom the con demned sol dier
was to marry had climbed up into the bel fry and clung to
the great clap per of the bell to pre vent it from strik ing.

When she was called by Crom well to give an ac count 
of her self, she only wept and showed him her bruised and 
bleed ing hands.  Crom well’s heart was touched; and he
said, “Your loved one shall live be cause of your sac ri -
fice.  Cur few shall not ring to night!”

So too all of us are re bels (Ephe sians 2) against God
and un der a sen tence of death.  Christ has in ter vened in
our be half!  We too are saved but only at the ex pense of
His Blessed Per son.

When skep tics ques tioned the truth of substitution -
ary atone ment af ter HIS res ur rec tion from the dead,
Christ showed them HIS hands –– HIS NAIL-
PIERCED hands!

Selected
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Altar Steps

We have re printed the daily
de vo tional Al tar Steps by R.P.
Haakanson.  This de vo tional
is good for fam i lies with chil -
dren and seeks to bring sal va -
tion to fam ily mem bers.  It
uses a lot of il lus tra tions to
help the reader un der stand the
truth pre sented.

If you would like a copy for
your self or to give as a gift to a 

friend, just send $8.00 us ing the en ve lope in the cen -
ter of the mag a zine.  Shipping costs are be ing cov -
ered through an anonymous do nor.

UpDate
“I searched for a man among them who

would build up a wall and stand in the gap be fore
Me for the land, so that I would not de stroy it; but 
I found no one.”  (Ezekiel 22:30)

WE MUST PRAY, WE MUST GO!

Nehemiah, a Jew ish cup bearer to the king of
Suza, was an un usual can di date to be picked by God
to help save (pro tect) God’s peo ple.  But God moved
on his heart when he heard the bad re port of his na -
tion and he be gan to pray.  How ever, he did so much
more than pray!  He be came the an swer to his
prayers, and God em pow ered him to do His Will! 
Nehemiah lit er ally ini ti ated the build ing of a wall
that would keep the Jews from be ing de stroyed. He
en cour aged the work ers to use one hand to build and
one hand to fight.  And so, it is for us as Chris tians. 
We see from Nehemiah’s story: we must pray, we
must go, we must fight and we must build. 

Excerpt from The Vine and Branches, Spring 2022

How en cour ag ing and ap pro pri ate as we, of the 
Morn ing Glory/HLIF CONTEND FOR THE
FAITH.  We seek to nour ish fel low-be liev ers and
reach the lost! The spir i tual-bat tle rages on and will
very likely in crease in these Per il ous Times!

Are YOU a teammate will ing to stand with us as
we seek to build and fight? Isa iah 59

The monthly ex penses of the Hauge
Innermission are approx. $3,500.

Thank you for your con cern for us.


